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One amazing thing that Computer Assisted Instruc-
tion (CAI) does is that it expands the 'class' in both
time and space. We can see this with the 2nd year

Writing course for the Eibeigakka.

Writing is a particularly challenging skill to study and
to teach. In many ways, it is similar to learning how to
play a sport, in that being excellent on the field may
require a lot of practice on many smaller skills. In this
sense, computers and technology can be game-
changing. We can see that in the 2nd year Writing

course

From a student's point of view, the requirements for
the class are a bit severe. Students are expected to
keep a blog in English and aim to write 10,000 words
in the first term and 15,000 words. To give an idea of
how things have changed, when | first started teach-
ing a course using blogs over 6 years ago, | was hap-
py to have students write 2,000 words in a term. This
is because much of the first part of the term was get-
ting students used to using email, setting up their
blogs, and even basic skills such as typing and file
management. Now, after 6 years, students arrive in
the class with most of these skills, and many have a
blog already set up. Also, as students have increased
their level of basic computer skills, new and better

tools and ways of managing the class have arisen.
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Of course, with every advance, there are some side ef-
fects that cause problems. As the basic level of the stu-
dents increases, students who may not have computer
experience, or who assume that they can wait until later
in the term to start their work often find this class very
difficult. In fact, writing 10,000 to 15,000 words in a term
requires a basic commitment to writing every week. Just
as an athlete can't wait until a week before a match and
do all his or her training at once, the writing student
must plan to work regularly and consistently thru the

term to get a credit.

Fortunately, by using blogs, a student's writing is not
simply in the class, but can take place whenever they
can use a computer and if they have internet access at
their home, they can then post their writing to their blog.
Even if they do not have internet access at home, stu-
dents can still write and save their work to a USB mem-
ory stick and post it to their blog using the e-campus
center's computers. And even students who do not have
a computer at home can take advantage of the program
where the e-campus center loans students a note paso-

con.

And not only does the time increase for the student, but
the time for the teachers as well. For the 2nd year Writ-
ing course, we have three teachers, myself and two
teachers who teach full time at Kumamoto Kenritsu Dai-
gaku, Richard Lavin and Paul Beaufait, but rather than
taking home a large stack of papers from their weekly
classes, they can simply go to their student's blogs and
read what they have written and offer comments and
feedback.

Another important part of blogging is comments and we
encourage students to comment on each other's blogs
and, of course, we try and comment to students, either
thru comments on the blog, email, or comments in
class. Wealso use graduate students to visit the blogs
and comment so that the process of writing is a commu-
nicative one. We also use a wiki to list all of the stu-
dents blog addresses so that other students can quickly
access them, with pages for each kumi, each class and
for special groups, such as those students who go on
kaigaikenshu. These lists are not just for Gakuen: other
local university teachers who use blogs are encouraged

to send lists of student blogs to post here.
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It is not possible to list even a small part of the
things that students do and write about, but |
will point to two things that you might notice on
student blogs. One is a weekly typing home-
work. Students visit a webpage with a timer and
are asked to write a paragraph of at least 100
words in 5 minutes. If they don't reach 100
words, they should erase what they have and
try again, using the same ideas and sentences.
At first, this is very difficult for many students,
but as students become used to this kind of writ-

ing, they can write
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things that are vi-
tally important in

almost any job.

A second item is a weekly book review of a
book from the library's English Reading Gar-
den. Generally, people who are good writers
are usually good readers, and it is important to
read a wide range of material. The English
Reading Garden is a collection of graded Eng-

lish readers that help students in-
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crease their reading speed and read
about a large range of topics. As part
of the writing class, students are
asked to write a weekly book review.
You can see a book review below,
and you will notice that the student in-
cludes a quote from the book as well
as the reference information. This is
to help students when they take their

seminar and sotsuron classes.
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